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it was reported without amendments, passed, and carried to the Lords.
That Lady Macclesfield was convicted of the crime of which she was accused, cannot be denied ; but the question now is, whether the person calling himself Richard Savage was her son._
It has been said1, that when Earl Rivers was dying, and anxious to provide for ail his natural children, he was informed by Lady Macclesfield that her son by him was dead. Whether, then, shall we believe that this was a malignant lie, invented by a mother to prevent her own child from receiving the bounty of his father, which was accordingly the consequence, if the person whose life Johnson wrote, was her son ; or shall we not rather believe that the person who then assumed the name of Richard Savage was an impostor, being in reality the son of the shoemaker, under whose wife's care2 Lady Macclesfield's child was placed; that after the death of the real Richard Savage, he attempted to personate him ; and that the fraud being known to '                           Lady Macclesfield, he was therefore repulsed by her with just
\ 'j                          resentment?
There is a strong circumstance in support of the last supposition, though it has been mentioned as an aggravation of Lady Macclesfield's unnatural conduct, and that is, her having prevented him from obtaining the benefit of a legacy left to him by Mrs. Lloyd his god-mother. For if there was such a legacy left, his not being able to obtain payment of it, must be imputed to his consciousness that he was not the real person. The just inference should be, that by the death of Lady Maeclesfield's child before its god-mother, the legacy became lapsed, and !                    ' therefore that Johnson's Richard Savage was an impostor. If
he had a title .to the legacy, he could not have found any difficulty in recovering it; for had the executors resisted his claim, the whole costs, as well as the legacy, m.ust have been paid by them, if he had been the child to whom it was given3.
The talents of Savage, and the mingled fire, rudeness, pride,
' Johnson's Works, p. 101.                    3 He was in his tenth year when
1                                   * According to Johnson's account     she died.   ' He had none to prosecute
'                                (Johnson's Works, viii. 102), the shoe-     his claim, to shelter him from oppres-
maker   under   whom   Savage   was     sion, or call in law to the assistance
placed on trial as an apprentice was     of justice.'   Ib. p. 99. not the husband of his nurse.
meanness,ccles-
